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Introduction
Do all groups have to be represented in elected assemblies for their interests to be taken into account? In the public debate, this is often claimed to be the case. Yet if political representation is necessary for one's interests being taken into account, it is implicitly assumed that the elected representative, at least to some degree, can pursue his or her own interests. Women are often referred to as an under-represented group in elected assemblies. the share of women on a local council indeed has a significant effect on spending decisions. As predicted by the preference study, a larger share of women in the local council increases spending on childcare and education relative to elderly care.
Theoretically, there is no clear answer as to whether the elected representative's gender is of importance for policy choices. Electoral incentives will to some degree encourage the elected representative to act according to the interest of the electorate, rather than his or her own interest. However, when electoral incentives are weak, it is theoretically plausible that politicians' preferences affect policy choices, and the bargaining strength of a group of politicians with similar preferences will be of importance for the allocation of resources (see e.g. Persson and Tabellini, 2000) .
A basic prerequisite for representation of women to matter for policy is that men and women have different preferences regarding policy. There is ample evidence 2 suggesting that this is the case. Surveys of men and women's preferences using pools show that women are more concerned about social policy issues (see e.g. Funk and Garthmann, 2006 , and, for evidence on Swedish data, Oskarson and Wängnerud, 1995) . Among elected representatives there are also documented differences. In a study of Swedish MPs, Esaiasson and Holmberg (1993) find that female MPs were significantly more positive towards daycare centers and an ecological society than men. This paper also finds that there are important differences in the stated preferences of men and women.
Given that men and women's preferences differ, the question is if representation matters for policy. Greater representation of women in the electorate has been shown to be important. A strand of the literature on women's representation studies the impact of gender composition of the electorate on fiscal outcomes. By using the introduction of suffrage as an exogenous change to the composition of the constituency, the studies are able to show an effect of women on policy. A general finding is that women prefer higher social spending then men (see e.g. Lott and Kenny, 1999 , Abrams and Settle, 1999 and Toke and Dallal, 2008 .
The question studied in this paper is whether women's representation in the elected assembly matters for policy? Chattopadhyay and Duflo (2004) find women's representation to be important when studying local-level spending patterns in India.
To establish a causal effect, they use the fact that one third of all leadership positions of Village Councils in West Bengal was randomly assigned to women. Besley and Case (2003) use panel data on U.S. states and find that women's representation increases spending on family assistance and strengthens child support provision. None of these papers include information about legislator preference and it is implied that changes in policy are attributed to changes in representation. Sorensen (1995) on the other hand uses the same methodology as this study. He first asks the politicians what their preferences are over different sectors and focuses on party affiliation and public sector employment, finding that although preferences are correlated with party affiliation and public sector employment, the representation of different groups has a limited impact on the spending pattern. This paper contributes to the literature on women's representation in elected assemblies by relating the stated preference of 3 elected representatives, derived from a survey, to the revealed preference of spending decisions.
Most political economy models show that electoral incentives will reduce the impact of a politician's preferences on policy choices. Empirical literature has found that strong political competition seems to keep politicians in power from furthering their own interests, rather than the interests of the general public (see e.g. Kalt and Zupan, 1984 , 1990 , Besley et al, 2007 , Besley and Case, 2003 and Svaleryd and Vlachos, 2007 . This paper also provides evidence suggesting that political competition limits elected representatives from pursuing their own interest by showing that the effect of women's representation is smaller when political competition is strong.
A major advantage with studying Swedish municipalities is that since they work within the same legal and institutional system, many of the problems associated with cross-country studies are avoided. Still, local governments enjoy considerable autonomy from the national government, they set their own budget and exercise powers of taxation. That the autonomy from central government is not just formal has been shown in several empirical studies (e.g. Pettersson-Lidbom, 2008 and Svaleryd and Vlachos, 2007) .
The paper is organized as follows. I first (see Section 2) examine the relationship between gender and preferences using survey data on the elected representatives in 28 Swedish municipalities. Then (Section 3) I study the effect of women's representation on actual local public expenditure in all Swedish municipalities, using the predictions derived in Section 2. Section 4 concludes.
How do men's and women's preferences differ?
To obtain predictions about the effect of women's representation on policy choices, men's and women's preferences need to differ in a systematic way. If there are no differences between men's and women's spending preferences, there is no reason to expect women's representation in the local council to be of importance for the municipality's spending pattern. 4 Why then would women and men's preferences differ? Men and women do different things in the household which could affect their spending preferences of public resources. For example, women stay home with small children to a much larger extent than men. As mentioned in the Introduction, there is also ample evidence that men's and women's preferences differ over policy choices. In order to establish possible gender differences in preferences among politicians in Swedish municipalities, I employ a unique data set on the preferences expressed by elected representatives in Swedish municipalities in 1980 and 1993. 2 This study will focus on spending on elderly care, education and childcare. There are three main reasons for choosing these sectors. First of all they constitute the lion's share of municipal spending; second, the availability of the data is good; and third, municipalities are in principle the sole providers of these services.
Data
Elected representatives in 25 municipalities in 1980 and 28 municipalities in 1993 (about 10 percent of the local councils) were asked to participate in the survey.
3 The municipalities were chosen by the original researcher to mirror the demographic, economic and political differences across municipalities in Sweden. Since the focus is on the local councils, only respondents who are members, or replacement deputies, in the local council are included, leaving me with around 1910 observations. The assumption will be that the preferences of these politicians are representative of the views of elected representatives in Swedish local councils. A closer examination of the average values of the variables used in the subsequent study of municipality spending patterns shows that there are negligible differences between those municipalities that were included in the study and those which were not. For example, the average share of women in the local council in the year 1980 was 27.79 percent, in the sample of municipalities included in the survey, and 27.97 percent in the sample 2 The data set is handled and distributed by The Swedish Social Science Data Service at Gothenburg University. Gunnar Wallin, Department of Political Science, Stockholm University, originally collected the material in " Kommunalpolitikerundersökningen" 1979 Kommunalpolitikerundersökningen" -1980 The primary purpose of the original survey was to study elected representatives'
views on their political role and working routines in the local councils. However, the data collected also includes background information on gender, age, party affiliation, participation in organizations and position on the elected council. Most importantly, for my purpose, it also includes the politicians' views on certain issues, and in what areas they thought the municipality should do more.
For each area, the respondent could choose from three different answers: "it is important to do more than the municipality is doing now"; "the municipality's efforts are sufficient"; or "the municipality's efforts can be reduced." 4 The answers will be interpreted as the politicians' spending preferences for different sectors. Since municipalities in Sweden have power over the size of the budget, and no budget constraint was built into the questions, it is possible that some politicians answered that the municipality should do more (or less) in all areas. To remedy this problem, differences between answers are used and ordered into five categories. For example, the variable Childcare/Elderly care will take the value of 1 if the politician states that more should be done in elderly care and less in childcare. It will take the value of 2 both if he/she indicates that it is important to do more in elderly care while the work in childcare is sufficient, and if he/she answers that elderly care spending is sufficient, but that spending on childcare can be reduced. If the respondent states that he/she would like to do more in all areas, it will be interpreted as this person is not placing a higher priority on any one area in relation to another and the variable Childcare/Elderly care will take the value of 3, and so on. The coding is illustrated in Table 1 .
( Table 1 here) 4 See the Appendix for the exact question.
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As can be seen in the summary statistics shown in appendix Should control variables be included when studying the correlation between gender and preferences over different sectors? Preferences are likely to be correlated with, and perhaps also determined by, personal characteristic such as age, education level, occupation, age of children and so forth. Men and women are likely to be different in these dimensions, which could be part of the reason why there are gender differences in preferences. In the subsequent study of the municipalities' spending patterns I will not have access to any data on the characteristics of the elected representative apart from gender and party affiliation. Thus, the gender variables will pick up all the differences between men and women due to differences in age, education and occupation, for example. Including controls other then party affiliation in the preference study would remove some of the variation between men and women that I will study in the subsequent study of the municipalities' spending patterns. As an example, suppose I include a control for age in the preference study thereby removing the effect of age on preferences. When studying the actual spending pattern I have no control for the age structure in the local council. Since the women in the council are on average younger, the representation variable will pick up both the effect of age and the effect of gender. Therefore, as long as the sample of politicians is representative for the population, it would be wrong to control for different personal characteristics that are correlated with gender.
Factors that only affect the survey population should be included. For example, one concern may be that preferences are affected by the municipal spending pattern. To control for this I include municipal and year fixed effects. 7
Results
The effects of gender on the stated preferences are examined in an ordered logit model, controlling for party affiliation and municipality. Seeing that preferences for different sectors probably correlate with party affiliation, I include an indicator for when the individual belongs to a left-wing party. 5 To gain efficiency, I pool the data for the two periods and include a dummy for 1993 to control for possible changes in preferences over time.
The results presented in Table 2 show that there is a clear effect of gender. Women, relative to men, regard childcare and education as more important sectors than elderly care. Furthermore, party affiliation is evidently correlated with preferences. In comparison to right-wing politicians, left-wing politicians rank childcare as the most important area. Notice also that over time, the preferences have shifted in favor of spending on elderly care relative to both childcare and education.
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( Table 2 here)
The sample is then divided along party lines to check whether the gender effect is different in left-and right-wing parties. In Tables 3 and 4 , the results for left-and right-wing parties are presented, respectively. The effect of gender in left-wing parties is the same as for the total sample. Women, relative to men, prefer spending on child care and education relative to elderly care.
( Table 3 here)
In right-wing parties, however, women and men do not express different opinions concerning the relative importance of education contra elderly care. Rather, the results show that women prefer relatively more spending on childcare relative to all sectors.
5 Parties categorized as ' left-wing' are the Left Party, the Social Democratic Party and the Environmental Party, and ' right-wing' are the Moderate Party, the Liberal Party, the Christian Democratic Party, the Centre Party and New Democracy. This categorization follows Petersson (1992) and Svaleryd and Vlachos (2007) . 6 Due to the construction of the independent variables, some variation in preferences may be lost. Specifically, some respondents may have different preferences over the two sectors, but state that they prefer more (or less) spending in both sectors. In that case, my variable will indicate that the respondent does not prefer any sector relative to the other, thereby suggesting that the data fails to pick-up all the variation in preferences. To find out more about this effect, I study the gender profile for those cases where the respondent prefers more (or less) spending in both sectors. Interestingly, women are over-
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The estimated coefficient on childcare relative to elderly care is not statistically significant on conventional levels, but the coefficient is in the same magnitude as in column 1. Although, the result should be interpreted with some care, due to the reduced sample, the results seem to indicate some differences between left-wing and right-wing parties.
( Table 4 here)
To sum up, the gender effect on the ranking of childcare versus elderly care appears to exist in both samples, although the effect differs somewhat between left-wing and right-wing politicians. In left-wing parties, gender seems to affect the importance of childcare and education relative to elderly care. In right-wing parties, the main difference is the preference for childcare relative to elderly care.
The study of politicians' preferences indicates certain differences between men and women. If politicians can pursue their own interests, the strength of women in the local council should be reflected in the municipalities' spending decisions. Notice that it would be incorrect to interpret the above result as suggesting that women regard childcare as the service with highest priority. What it says is that women regard childcare as more important than men do. As a matter of fact, both female and male politicians express preferences for more spending on elderly care at the expense of childcare. Thus, if elected politicians could affect policy in accordance with these preferences, it should be reflected in a trend: over time, more resources should be allocated to elderly care and education at the expense of childcare.
Local public spending
Section 2 established a relationship between spending preferences and gender. The next step is to find out if politicians' preferences are important for actual spending.
Object of study     Swedish local governments
The object of the empirical study is Swedish municipal spending, which constitutes more than 40 percent of Swedish public spending. Local governments in Sweden are
represented (under-represented) as respondents preferring more (less) spending in both sectors. Thus women, relative to men, favor increased spending in all three sectors.
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interesting units for study of collective choice, because they enjoy a significant independence from national government. In fact, they have the constitutional right of self-governance. Moreover, several empirical studies have shown that they indeed act independently from the national government (see e.g. Pettersson-Lidbom, 2008 and Svaleryd and Vlachos, 2007) . Another attractive feature is that local governments, in contrast to country-level studies, operate in the same political framework, i.e.
politicians are likely to have roughly the same effect in all municipalities.
Sweden has a parliamentary system and elections are held every third year 7 . The seats are divided according to the proportion of votes the parties get in the local election.
All major decisions, including all budgetary decisions, are taken in the local council by simple majority rule. As is common in this type of system, there are a number of different parties represented in the local councils. Even if there are several different parties, they are often categorized as belonging to the left-or right-wing bloc due to the division on state level.
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This study covers 272 municipalities in Sweden and spans the period 1976-97. 9 As mentioned earlier, the study focuses on spending on elderly care, education and childcare. Since the preference study only provides predictions about the effects on relative spending in different sectors, the ratios of spending will be used as dependent variables.
Specification of empirical model and data
Empirically, the purpose is to estimate the impact of female politicians on municipality spending patterns, while controlling for the municipality's demographic composition. This allows me to examine whether the politician's identity is of importance for policy choices. It can also be seen as a weak test of different political economy models: if politicians can commit to policy, then the bargaining strength of women in the local council should not affect policy decisions. With incomplete 7 Every fourth year from the 1994 election. 8 To see which parties are categorized as left-wing and right-wing see footnote 5. 9 It includes all municipalities except those that were split during the period and three municipalities with responsibilities usually handled by the county council. An important question concerns problems of simultaneity: there may be an omitted variable, such as a community-specific preference for equality, which affects both spending decisions and women's representation. A preferred approach is to use some exogenous change in women's representation that is not correlated with the spending decision (see e.g. Chattopadhyay and Duflo, 2004 When trying to explain spending on different services, one must try to control for differences in the need for the service. Since services such as childcare, education and elderly care are directed towards certain age groups, it is natural to control for demographic structure. It is also possible that large age groups can exert political pressure on the local council to spend more on a service that benefits that particular group. In a typical median voter model, for example, the service from which the median voter benefits the most is of great importance for spending patterns (see e.g. Strömberg, 1999) . I include the share of the population between the ages of 0 and 6 when explaining spending on childcare, the share of the population between 7 and 15 when explaining spending on basic education, and the share of the population older than 65 for spending on elderly care.
The percentage of left-wing votes will be included, since it is likely to affect the municipality's allocation of resources. The rationale is twofold. First, given that politicians can affect resource allocation, and that party affiliation has been shown to correlate with preferences, the bargaining strength of the party should have an effect.
Second, the votes cast for left-wing parties may also reflect the preferences of the population for spending on different sectors. To further account for left-and rightwing parties prioritizing different sectors, I include dummies for when left-wing and right-wing parties are in the majority, i.e. have more then 50 percent of the votes.
As mentioned earlier, the demographic composition of the electorate has also been used to describe the identity of the median voter in empirical studies. Thus, age 12 variables pick up both cost differences and median voter effects. Female participation rates will also be included to pick up further cost differences, since the need for childcare should be greater when many women work outside the home. Following the results from section 2, there are three equations to estimate, one for each spending ratio. The general specification is:
where y it denotes a particular spending ratio in a municipality in a specific year, z it is the representation of women in the local council and X it is the vector of control 11 There were 25 counties in 1976-1992 and 21 counties in 1993-1997. 13 variables mentioned above. For the rest, λ t is a time-specific effect, constant over municipalities, v i is a municipal-specific effect, constant over time, and ε it is the usual residual.
During the period 1976-1997, Statistics Sweden has made some changes in the definitions of different categorizes of spending, with major revisions in 1978, 1988
and 1995. There have also been some changes in the responsibility of some areas between different levels of government during the period. Including year fixed effects is one way of controlling for common shocks for all municipalities. The quality of data with regards to comparability across municipalities should be very good, since
Statistics Sweden spends considerable resources to ensure this is the case.
Naturally, the advantage of using panel data is that we may hold constant municipality-specific and time-specific influences on spending. Municipality fixed effects control for time invariant differences across municipalities that may influence policy choices. Year effects should pick up two types of effects. As mentioned above, they should take into account any impact on the policy outcome of common shocks to the municipalities. Second, if politicians can act according to their own preferences, the trend should comply with the politicians' average preferences. The analysis of preferences in Section 2 focused on the difference between men and women. For example, women, relative to men, were found to regard childcare as a more important area than elderly care. However, both men and women did in fact state elderly care to be the highest priority sector. Therefore, we expect that over time, municipalities will allocate a larger share of the budget to elderly care and that the year fixed effects will pick up this effect. According to the preference study in Section 2, the effect of women's representation should affect spending on childcare and education relative to elderly care and have no impact on spending on childcare relative to education. The results presented in Table   4 suggest this is the case. Inspecting the first column, we see that the share of women on the local council has a positive effect on spending on childcare relative to spending on elderly care in the period 1976-1997. The next column shows there is no effect of women on the council on spending on childcare relative to education. Finally, the last column shows that spending on education relative spending on elderly care increases with the share of women on the council.
Results
Female representation and spending pattern
How large are the effects of women's representation on the spending ratios? To judge this, we can do the following thought experiment: suppose the share of women on the council increases with one standard deviation (about 9 percentage points), then spending on childcare relative to elderly care increases with about 10 percent for the municipality with the mean level of spending. 12 The same calculation for the results in column three shows that spending on childcare relative to elderly care increases with almost 5 percent.
According to the study of politicians' preferences in Section 2, left-wing politicians considered childcare to be the most important sector. The results indeed show that the share of left-wing votes increases spending on childcare relative to the other sectors.
There is, however, not any additional effect when the left-wing party is in majority.
The demand for childcare is also strongly related to the female participation rate. An increase in the share of women in the population favors spending on elderly care in relation to other sectors. Population increases are also positively correlated with spending on elderly.
( Table 5 here)
Higher female participation rates should increase the demand for childcare, which they also do according to the results in Table 5 . The measure available for the longer time period exists, however, only on county level. The specification presented in the first, third and fifth columns in Table 6 uses female participation rate on the 15 municipality level rather than county level. In addition, one may worry that a more educated population priorities education and elected female politicians. To control for this I include the share of population with higher education. In column two, four and six, each municipality is allowed its own time trend to control for unobservable time varying effects.
The results in Table 6 show that the results are robust to the inclusion of the control variables and the municipality specific time trends. A larger share of highly educated representatives seems to increase spending on education and elderly care. The municipality level measure of female participation rates yields the same results as in the previous table. Including the time trends reduces the estimated coefficients, but there is still a statistically significant effect of female representation on the spending pattern. Note that municipality specific trends will, however, not only pick up effects of changes in unobservables, but also some of the effect of increased female representation on the spending pattern, since most municipalities increased their share of women in the council continuously over the period.
( Table 6 here)
Other measures of women's representation
How should we measure the bargaining strengths of elected representatives on local councils? In the previous specifications I have used the share of women on the council, reflecting that all elected representatives may have some bargaining power in the budget process, possibly because they can highlight these issues in council meetings and in the media, even though they are not part of the majority. If, on the other hand, the ruling parties alone determine the allocation of resources, only the bargaining strength of women in the majority is important for policy decisions. Table   7 presents the results from using the share of women in the majority as a proxy for female bargaining power in the council. Another concern may be that women's representation needs to reach a certain level to matter for the decision process (see e.g. Dahlerup, 1989) . In this case, a linear approximation of the effect would not be appropriate. To better capture the effect I include three dummies representing different levels of women's representation. The results presented in the three last columns suggest that moving from less than 20 percent women in the local council to between 20-29 percent has no effect on the spending pattern. Interestingly, the results suggest that women's representation needs to reach at least 30 percent before representation in the local council translates into changes in policy. Spending on childcare relative to elderly care and education relative to elderly care is highest when the share of women in the council is more the 40 percent. There is also a small, but statistically significant, effect of women in the council on spending on childcare relative to education when moving to between 30 and 39 percent. However, increasing women's representation reduces the spending ratio even more, back to the level when the share of women on the council was below 30 percent. This last result is slightly difficult to interpret.
( Table 7 here)
Dynamic effects
The panel results presented so far have been static. There may, however, be high persistence in the spending pattern suggesting that a dynamic model is more appropriate. The within estimator will be biased and inconsistent in a dynamic set-up unless the panel consists of many time periods. When estimating dynamic models, one can use transformations that allow the use of lagged endogenous and predetermined variables as instruments for the transformed equations. Efficient GMM 13 The number of women in the majority divided by the number of seats belonging to the majority. There is a left-wing majority if SAP + VP obtains more than 50 percent of the votes and a right-wing majority if M +Fp+Kd+C obtain more than 50 percent of the votes.
(generalized method-of-moments estimator) of this type are discussed in Arellano and Bond (1991) and Blundell and Bond (1998) . Table 8 displays the results from a dynamic model where the lagged dependent variable has been instrumented using the GMM method. The first three columns use the share of women in the council as proxy for women's representation, and the last three use the share of women in the majority. The Sargan test of over-identifying restrictions is used to control the model specification and the validity of the instruments. The consistency of the GMM estimator depends heavily upon the assumption of no second-order autocorrelation in the first-differences errors.
Therefore, Table 8 also shows the test statistic of an AR(2) test.
The lag structure that seems to fit the data is to use two lags. As is evident from the results there is large persistence in the data. The proxies for women's representation
show the same pattern as in previous tables. Using a dynamic panel, we are now able to study the long and short term effects of women' representation on spending patterns. Using the same thought experiment as in section 3.3.1, when calculating the effect estimated in the first column, we see that the short term effect on increased women's representation is almost 4 percent and the long term effect is 7 percent.
( Table 8 here)
Differences between the left-wing and right-wing bloc
The results from the preference study in Section 2 suggest some differences between left-wing and right-wing parties. The predictions from the preference study are that in left-wing parties, women prefer spending on child care and education relative to elderly care. In right-wing parties, the differences between men's and women's priorities centre around spending on child care relative to elderly care.
Interactions between the share of women in the council, and dummies for right-wing respective majority, are included to test the predictions. As can be seen in the first column of Table 9 , there is a significant effect of women's representation on spending on childcare relative to elderly care in both samples. There are no significant effects of the share of women on the council on spending on childcare relative to education 18 (column two), while there is again a positive effect of the share of women in the council on spending on education relative to elderly care, especially in left-wing majorities (column three). There is, however, still a smaller but positive effect of women's representation on spending on education relative to elderly care in rightwing parties, which is not in line with the predictions. Next we turn to another measure of women's representation: the share of women in the majority. Inspecting the first row in the second panel of Table 9 we see that the effect of women's representation in left-wing majorities is in line with the predictions. The effect of women's representation in right-wing majorities is not entirely according to the predicted effects. In particular, there is a positive effect on spending on education relative to elderly care, which is not predicted from the preferences study.
In sum, there is some support for the predictions derived in section 2, especially for left-wing parties. For right-wing parties, the results are not entirely in line with predictions.
( Table 9 here)
Political competition and the impact of women's representation
Models of electoral competition show that political competition limits the possibility for elected representatives to further their own interest. In most theoretical models, this is modeled as rents that accrue to the politician or the political party in power (see transfers and slack and inefficiencies in policy making (Besley et al, 2007 , Besley and Case, 2003 and Svaleryd and Vlachos, 2007 . Another way to further one's own interest is to make policy choices according to one's own preferences. An early contribution to this literature is Kalt and Zupan (1984) who discuss the nature of these rents and write quote [ .., shirking by legislators may focus on nonpecuniary perquisites of holding office.. The perquisites of political office range from "fact finding" junkets and ….prestige, and the ability to use the power of government to impose one's own pet theories of the "good" society.] The prediction would in the context of this study then be that politicians' preferences for different sectors should 19 have a greater influence on policy in municipalities characterized with weak electoral
incentives.
This hypothesis is tested on the data. A commonly used measure of electoral incentives or political competition is the absolute difference between the vote share of the left-and right-wing blocs (see e.g. Case, 2003 and Svaleryd and Vlachos, 2007) . Political competition is then weaker the larger the differences between the vote shares of the two blocs. Here, Political competition is defined as 1 minus the absolute difference between blocs. To study if women's representation in the local council has a greater effect on the spending pattern when political competition is weak, the measure of political competition is interacted with the measure of women's representation.
The results presented in Table 10 lend some support to the hypothesis that political competition reduces the independence of the legislator and thus the impact of personal preferences on policy. The results using the share of women in the majority, presented in the last three columns, are exactly in line with the predictions. The share of women in the majority increases spending on childcare relative to elderly care, but less so when political competition is strong (column four). There is also a positive effect of political competition on childcare spending relative to spending on elderly care. One interpretation is that on average the council does not adequately represent the electorate, in particular, by not furthering the interests of women and by putting too low a priority on childcare relative to elderly care. This same pattern is evident for spending on education relative to elderly care (see results presented in the last column). According to the results in the fifth column, there are no effects on spending on childcare relative to education by changes in the share of women in the majority.
The share of women in the council, however, seems to have a positive effect on spending on childcare relative to elderly care when political competition is strong.
The results in column one and three display the same pattern as for the other measure of women's representation, the share of women in the majority, although the results are not statistically significant. (Table 10 here) 20
Conclusion
Male and female local politicians prioritize different sectors. These differences shape local spending patterns, since women's representation on municipal councils is shown to affect how the resources are divided across sectors. This study provides further evidence for the idea that the identity of the elected representative is important for policy decisions, thereby supporting the results found in Chattopadhyay and Duflo (2004) and Besley and Case (2003) .
This study is not able to fully control for endogeneity of women's representation, i.e.
that something else is determining both the share of women in the council and the spending pattern. However, several results point in the same direction. In a survey, female and male politicians show different priorities across sectors. These differences appear in the data when studying the spending pattern in a panel. The results are robust to a number of robustness checks. Moreover, women's representation has a larger effect when political competition is weak, suggesting that politicians' own preferences have a greater impact when (re)electoral incentives are weak.
One potential policy conclusion would be that women need to be represented on elected assemblies for their opinions to be taken into account. This would, however, assume that female politicians and female voters have the same policy preferences. Chattopadhyay and Duflo (2004) show some evidence of this being the case in their study of Indian villages, as women leaders seem to address, to a greater extent, the concerns of women in the village. However, there is also some evidence that the preferences of voters and politicians may not coincide. In a study of Swedish municipalities, Ågren et al (2007) find that female politicians have significantly different spending preferences than female voters.
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